Dear 4th Grade Parents,
We are going to begin the study of playing the recorder, a musical instrument which has been around for about 400 years.  It is a woodwind instrument related to the flute and clarinet.  Each student will be assigned a school instrument to use.  These recorders have been sterilized for use before being given to the students.  
Students will be required to have the recorder for music class each week.  These will be allowed to go home in a few weeks, once we have learned enough about playing the instrument, so students may practice and improve. 

 It is the student’s responsibility to remember to bring the recorder to class.  If the instrument is not here, students will not be able to participate in the lesson, and this will affect their grade if it happens too frequently.  Any student forgetting for a third time will be asked to bring the instrument here and leave it at school.
While students are not required to provide their own instrument, many students have asked where they might purchase one.  I have provided a list below where soprano recorders suitable for school use can be obtained.  These cost between $5 and $10 usually, depending on the brand.  Students are welcome to bring their own recorders to use.  Though dollar stores and toy stores carry them, those instruments are not tuned correctly and would not be appropriate for class. 
 Students that take time to practice will be more successful.  Though I do not assign a particular amount of time, I ask that they spend at least a few minutes several times a week to help them improve their playing skills.  We will have a lot of fun together, and in the spring, there will be a performance using our recorders to show what we have learned.  If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me at school, by phone or e-mail.
Thank you.

Terry Denny,  
tdenny@wcpss.net

Lacy Elementary School

Phone: 881-4920
SOURCES:

Sam Ash Music

3131 Capital Blvd # 105
Raleigh, NC 27604
(919) 855-9581
Music & Arts Center


Guitar Center Raleigh 

426 Crossroads Blvd


3100 Capital Blvd. Raleigh, 27604
Cary, NC 27518-6896


Raleigh, 27604
Phone: (919) 854-0024 

Phone: 919-872-0331
